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Reflecting on a successfully completed freshman year at the University of Oregon, I had many valuable and interesting experiences: I discovered the challenge of Biology, slept through a morning class (only once!), gained friends, listed to a snoring roommate, attended lectures, discussed poetry, discovered beautiful trails around Eugene, completed an Olympic distance triathlon, transplanted lupine at Mt. Pisgah arboretum, wrote essays too soon before they were due, worked on solving climate issues, edited friends’ lab reports at 2 am, learned about myself and the world around me, and, most importantly of all, was inspired and invigorated to learn even more.

I am still continuing on my planned path toward an Environmental Science major, and will probably also minor in Chemistry. This year I took Honors General Chemistry and Biology sequences, second year Spanish, and Honors College Literature, including a Modernist Literature course and an Ecological Poetry class. One thing that draws me to Environmental Science (and to resource management) is the interdisciplinary nature of the studies and of the work. I also value that interdisciplinary approach in my education. During my first year, I have been able to take classes in many subject areas and feel a distinct sense of balance. 


Of course, I’ve also struck a balance between work and play- UO has an amazing craft center where I took a beginning ceramics class, and a metal enameling class. I also joined the club triathlon team.


I was on the Clark Honors College and University Dean’s List all three quarters, and I was selected based on academics and involvement to be a student leader for a freshman orientation group next fall quarter. I finished the year with a 3.96 GPA.


 One of the most meaningful experiences I had this school year was also somewhat relevant to an objective of the SWCD. I was involved in a newly formed student group called the Climate Justice League. We ran various campaigns in smaller groups, one of which was titled “Take Back the Tap” – an effort to ban bottled water on the UO campus. We were successful in writing a resolution (that the student government approved) that disallowed the spending of students’ tuition dollars on bottled water. One task of the student government (ASUO) is to allocate money to support various conferences, meetings, etc. held on campus. The resolution stated that the money they give to groups cannot be spent on bottled water. This was a great first step, but there is still a long way to go. The campaign is continuing next year and I’m excited to keep working on it. This is a visionary goal, but not an unobtainable one- University of Portland, Seattle University, Brown, and Washington University are all recently bottled-water free. 

Though the issue of water conservation itself is related to natural resources management, the skills I learned through the whole process are what are truly important. Learning to make matrices and timelines, working with people, administrations, and bureaucracies, learning organized campaigning, and using persuasive writing and speaking are all skills I am learning through my experience in the Climate Justice League. These skills were not only applied to an issue of natural resources management that I was passionate about, but also are applicable to future work I do in the field of environmentalism and natural resources protection.

This summer I am back in Corvallis doing research at OSU in an inorganic chemistry lab, through a connection I made with my UO chemistry professor last year. The research is a collaboration between labs at OSU and UO so I’ll be able to continue with it when I return to Eugene. I’m working on making and characterizing thermal oxide thin films, which is not directly related to my intended career, but I am accumulating so many valuable research skills that will be relevant in more earth science/ecology centered research to come in my future.

I still don’t know exactly what I want to do with Environmental Science, so for now I’m trying to experience different possible paths- research, policy work, restoration, advocacy, law, politics, etc. What is most exciting to me is the prospect of being able to combine my skills and passions into work that I love, and work that will fulfill what I feel is my obligation to the planet and to the future. Luckily the interdisciplinary nature of the subject matter lends itself so well to this!


With my younger sister also headed to college next fall, it was great to lessen the burden on my parents and focus my time, energy, and thoughts on things other than finances. I so appreciate your contribution to that sense of relief. Thank you for your support this past year!
