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Benton County

Invasive Species Planning Effort

Collaborative effort to tackle invasives
launched by Benton SWCD

A steering committee comprised of
representatives from federal, state, and local
governments as well as nonprofit organizations,
academic institutions, and industry is
convening September 7, 2011 to launch an
effort to collaborate and coordinate invasive
species efforts in Benton County.

The effort, led by the Benton Soil & Water
Conservation District, is intended to advance
conservation of high quality oak savanna and
prairie habitat, increase public awareness and
access to resources for reporting and combating
invasives, and effect collaboration among local

partners to address invasive plant species. These
outcomes will help protect quality conservation
areas in Benton County, provide for native fish
and wildlife species, and contribute to an
informed public that can identify key invasive
plant species and is aware of the threat these
species pose to Benton County’s economy and
natural resources.

“When we look at the many jurisdictions
managing weeds in Benton County, and the
many land management plans that exist to
address invasive issues, it’s clear there’s a need
for an entity to play a leadership role in




Steering Committee Members

Applegate Forestry — Debbie Johnson

Benton County Farm Bureau — Peter Kenagy

Benton County Parks and Natural Areas — Al Kitzman
Benton County Public Works — Laurie Starha

Benton SWCD — Heath Keirstead

Benton SWCD — Donna Schmitz

Benton SWCD — Henry Storch

Bureau of Land Management — Claire Hibler

Cascade Pacific RC&D — Keli Kuykendahl

Greenbelt Land Trust — Jeff Baker

Institute for Applied Ecology — Tom Kaye

Marys River Watershed Council — Xan Augerot

Natural Resources Conservation Service — Tom Snyder
Northwest Weed Management Partnership — Vern Holm
Oregon Department of Agriculture — Glenn Miller
Oregon Department of Forestry — Evelyn Hukari
Oregon Department of Transportation — Will Lackey
Oregon State University Extension — Rick Fletcher

US Forest Service — Cindy McCain

US Fish and Wildlife Service — Molly Monroe
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convening agencies and
individuals to make better use of
the resources we have,” said
Heath Keirstead of the Benton
Soil and Water Conservation
District Education and Outreach
program.

“We intend to bring people
together to have a conversation
about how we can work better
and smarter to protect Benton
County’s important natural
resources.”

The first meeting of the
steering committee will be from
9am to 3pm September 7, 2011
at the Corvallis Chamber of
Commerce building.

Although the steering
committee consists of 20
individuals, other individuals
within and outside of these
organizations can participate in
the planning process by
notifying facilitator Lisa
DeBruyckere. She will provide
interested individuals with
access to the draft planning
documents for editing and
comments. You can contact
Lisa at lisad@createstrat.com or
(503) 704-2884.




